Salicylic acid is a drag of recent introduction, which lias been much written upon in all the journals. Having read a short paper on it in L' Union MMicale, I purchased a quantity of the drug in the beginning of this year, and carried out several experiments, some of which are very interesting. I propose to look at the subject from a threefold point of view. Having given a rapid sketch of its pharmacy, which is very interesting, I will then narrate some of the experiments, and try to explain some of its uses from its physiological actions.
Salicylic acid occurs, when pure, in the form of a pure white powder, slightly soluble in water, soluble in alcohol and in warm glycerine. It has no smell, but when in solution its odour resembles that of carbolic acid. Its taste is slightly sweet. Its chemical formula is C7 H0 03. The scope of this paper prevents my going into its preparation ; suffice it to say that it is found in nature in the essential oil of the meadow sweet (Spiraea ulmaria), and in the oil of winter green (Gaultheria procumbens). Its 
